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The Stages of Objectives of Islamic Shari'ah
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ABSTRACT

Al-Magqasid (the purposes) is a guide to Islam written by Imam
Shatibi in his book "Al-Mowafaq'at". It covers purposes of Islamic
faith, Zakat, pilgrimage etc. Maqasid al-Shari’ah is a system of values
that could contribute to a desired and sound application of the
Shari’ah.” This concept has been employed as a legal hermeneutical
tool in pre-modern Islamic law at least since 3 H.D. It is based on the
idea that Islamic law is purposive in nature, that is, to mean that the law
serves particular purposes (e.g., promoting people’s benefit and welfare
and protecting them from harm) that are either explicitly present in or
can be derived from the fountainheads of the sources of Islamic law,
namely, the Quran & the Sunnah. Magqasid al-Sharia is also an umbrella
term that includes many other concepts that have been closely linked to
it in the premodern Islamic tradition, most notably the idea of public
interests and unrestricted interests (al-Masalih al-Mursala), as well as
other principles such as istihsan (juridical preference), istis’hab
(presumption of continuity), and avoidance of mischief (all of which
are considered to be directives in accordance with Allah’s will).
Spiritual Principles include: the free right and duty to be aware of and
to worship Allah and to search for ultimate truth and justice; the duty to
respect the human person, known as the natural principle of
personalism; the duty to respect the coherent order of all creation, i.e.
ecology and environment; and the duty to respect human community
based on the sacredness of each of its members.

Keywords: "Al-Mowafaq'at", Imam Shatibi, Al-Maqasid (the
purposes), Islamic law, Al-Shari’ah, Rights, Public Interests
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